
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Donauschwaben German-American Cultural Center 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Cleveland Musikfest & Woodstock der Blasmusik 2017 

Your Project Summary: A unique showcase of the finest traditional German brass bands and dance groups 

from Northeast Ohio. The Cleveland Musikfest & Woodstock der Blasmusik will take place on Saturday, 

March 11th, 2017 from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at the Donauschwaben’s German-American Cultural 

Center, 7370 Columbia Road, Olmsted Township, Ohio 44138. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I recommend the Donauschwaben German-American Cultural Center's Cleveland Musikfest & 

Woodstock der Blasmusik 2017 project for partial funding from the CAC. The DGACC appears to me to be 

successfully serving its community via providing a free and public music festival showcasing an apparently 

relatively rare tradition - Danube Swabian culture. The applicant further contributes to the artistic and 

cultural vibrancy of Cuyahoga County by employing qualified cultural professionals for its project; I don't, 

however, see a particularly fresh approach to the programming, or many specifics about the DGACC's 

ability to carry the project to fruition aside from having done it successfully in the past. "Filling the hall" 

to me doesn't fully qualify as a project goal, and I wonder if DGACC couldn't expand upon this section? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - this application does meet the funding criteria. This group was organized in 1958 to 

perform German music, and that idea continues to thrive today in the Cleveland Musikfest & Woodstock 

der Blasmusik. The all-day affair is designed to attract 500 people, and they have one project goal: "fill the 

hall." I admire their frankness about their goal, and it is a perfect compliment to their mission "to 

perpetuate and preserve traditional Danube Swabian and German-American music." Their volunteers 

organize the event, and they've been together for 58 years, so I have every confidence that they can 

deliver on their project that is heavily driven by earned income and the participation of traditional German 

brass bands and dance groups from Northeast Ohio. There is a clear and compelling public benefit; rich 

artistic and cultural vibrancy; and while their organizational budget is small, they have solid organization 

capacity. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This organization identifies its community and has meaningful relationships with it 

demonstrating public benefit. While this is somewhat implied, it would have been good to mention that 

this annual event is open to the public. Artistic professionals are engaged but I question the vibrancy of 

the project given the lack of information shared. Good information to have shared includes listing how 

many years it has taken place, what has been the previous attendance, and brief bios on some of the 

artists/groups that have performed in the past. There is no information shared on what is done to keep 

the event fresh and improve on it from year to year. There is a measurable goal and the budget is clear, 

but once again, I was looking for some more basic information such as the cost of the tickets and the 

status of other sponsors. More details would probably have made my grade a "yes." 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat - This project would fund the Danube brass band which has existed since the 1950s 

and preserves a specific musical tradition. Funds would greatly expand the capacity of this organization 

which relies entirely on volunteers. They don't have very clear outreach plans for building their audiences 

and filling seats. I wonder about their strategies for reaching new audiences and increasing their vibrancy 

and cultural reach. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: No, this application does not meet the funding criteria. While the proposal identifies a very 

specific community, it does not give clear indication of the applicant plans to work with that community 

or make the program accessible to the public at large. The narrative and support material make a number 

of assumptions regarding knowledge of the program. For example, the applicant states: "The 2017 

Cleveland Musikfest & Woodstock der Blasmusik will be similar to last year's event, which included 

performances by the following groups:" As someone who knows nothing about last year's festival, I was 

unable to use it as a reference point. And it was unclear if the support materials were actually covering 

the referenced festival or some other event. While I presume the organization has some very well-

qualified artists they plan to work with, simply seeing artists' names on the proposal was not enough to 

demonstrate how qualified those artists actually were. Short of videos for each artist, a short bio would 

have at least provided some context for their qualifications.  Additionally, the vague goals and 

measurements, and the overall lack of detail/explanation throughout this proposal leads me to question 

organizational capacity. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


